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Marquita Furness Davis, Ph.D.

Dr. Marquita Furness Davis was recently appointed Director of Finance for the state Alabama. Prior to her recent appointment, Dr. Marquita Furness Davis was re-appointed by Governor Robert Bentley to serve as the Commissioner of the Department of Children’s Affairs. The department is responsible for the state’s Children’s Policy Councils, Head Start Collaboration Office, Zero to Five Initiative, Office of School Readiness (Pre-K). The Department has also been designated as the state lead for the federal Early Childhood Advisory Council and Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program.

In 2008, Dr. Marquita Furness Davis was appointed by Governor Bob Riley to serve as the Commissioner of Alabama Department of Children’s Affairs; and earlier as the Director of the Office of School Readiness. The Office of School Readiness is responsible for statewide school readiness and First Class: Alabama’s Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten Program. First Class has been given the designation of one of only two programs in the United States that has the highest quality standards. First Class, a voluntary Pre-K program, serves Alabama’s four-year-old children through a unified system of delivery that provides a high quality comprehensive preschool experience. 

Dr. Davis received a B.S. from Northern Illinois University, a M.S. from Alabama A&M University, and a Ph.D. from the University of Alabama at Birmingham in Early Childhood Education and Development.

Before she became the Director of the Office of School Readiness, Marquita Davis was the Deputy Director of Child Development Services at JCCEO (Jefferson County Committee for Economic Opportunity). In that position, she directed a staff of 380 and had a budget of $16,000,000. The JCCEO Head Start Program is a federally funded program that provides comprehensive quality services for 1579 low-income pregnant women, infants, toddlers and preschool children in Jefferson County. 

Dr. Davis serves and has served on numerous boards and community organizations, including the American Village, Girls Inc., Junior League of Birmingham, National Conference for Community and Justice, Past President for the Junior Board of Directors for the YWCA of Central Alabama, Inaugural Class of Children’s Hospital Committee for the Future, Board of Directors for the YWCA of Central Alabama, Junior League of Birmingham Leadership Institute, Leadership Birmingham 2006-2007, Leadership Alabama 2008-2009, Leadership UAB 2008, Momentum Women’s Leadership 2006-2007, Youth Serve, Pathways, University of Montevallo’s Stephens College of Business Advisory Board. 

Dr. Davis was awarded the 2008 Childcare Resources’ Children’s Advocate Award “Friend of Children”, the 2008 Girls Scouts Women of Distinction Award, the 2008 Birmingham National Council of Negro Women’s Leadership Award, the 2008 University of Alabama at Birmingham’s College of Education Alumni of the Year Award, Most Influential in Who’s Who in Black Birmingham.  She is a member of Delta Sigma Theta, the National Association for the Education of Young Children, and the National Black Child Development Institute.

Dr. Davis is married to Michael Davis and resides in Hoover, Alabama. 

