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Q:  How did you get involved in AGA?
A:  I’m embarrassed to say I don’t remember! I started by attending luncheons, but I have 
forgotten who invited me or told me about AGA. But whoever it was, I am grateful to them. 
At first, I really didn’t know what it was all about, but seeing familiar faces was encouraging, 

so I kept attending until I began to understand more about the organization — and slowly started getting involved.

Q:  How did you choose government financial management as your career? 
A:  Well, it sort of chose me. I had always wanted to be an accountant, but due to family and job obligations I was 
nearly 40 before I earned my B.S. degree in Accounting, followed by a Master’s degree a few years later. But way before 
then, I was blessed to be hired by the State of Alabama as a Clerk. After a couple of years, a job transfer placed me 
under a supportive boss named Bill Johnson, who encouraged me and promoted me several times, which eventually 
led to a position as an accountant, after receiving my degree. From there, I eventually became a supervisor and was 
blessed with more promotions in the accounting series. Today, I am an Administrative Accounting Director for the 
Alabama Department of Revenue.

Q:  What’s the biggest challenge you’ve faced professionally and how did you overcome it? 
A:  The biggest challenge I faced professionally was leaving my 14-year comfort zone at an agency I enjoyed, and where 
I knew almost everyone; to accept a promotion and transfer to my current agency, where I knew exactly one person and 
knew practically nothing about the agency. I was assigned several sections to oversee. I overcame it by not being afraid 
to admit when I didn’t know something by relying on my staff members to help train me, by treating everyone the way 
I wanted to be treated, and by realizing that my potential to be successful was already proven by the achievements God 
had already allowed me to accomplish. I never regretted making the move.

Q:  What’s the most important issue in government financial management?
A:  The most important issue today is maintaining ethical behavior, and, professional and personal integrity as we 
safeguard the resources that are entrusted to us for the benefit of our citizens.

Q:  What’s the best thing about AGA?
A:  There are so many positives about AGA that it isn’t easy to pick just one as the best. What comes to my mind first, 
are the opportunities to network with, learn from, and be encouraged and inspired by other people who were on this 
professional journey before me.

Q:  If you are a CGFM, how has it enhanced your career?
A:  Earning my CGFM designation enhanced my career, first of all, by increasing my confidence in my qualifications 
as a government financial manager. Secondly, the time spent studying in preparation for the exams helped me 
fill in some of the missing pieces in my understanding of the governmental accounting environment. Thirdly, as I 
pursue promotions in the future, having this certification positions me to earn higher evaluation scores whenever 
certifications are required or desired.
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